     Throughout my life, my mother has told me to understand that in the game of football you are always "one play away”. Over the years, I came to take this quote to heart. From the time that I attended school at Blessed Katherine Drexel and played football for Our Lady of Charity, through my years at Cardinal O'Hara High School until my eventual graduation from Purdue University, I always played football as if I was "one play away." This made me want to be at my best every time I touched the football and every time I walked in between the white lines for a game. But this quote can also be interpreted in two different ways. In football, you are one play away from scoring that last second touchdown you always dreamed about but you are also one play away from ever playing the game you love again. This is why I made sure I worked just as hard in the classroom as I did on the football field. Last December, I became a graduate of Purdue University, one of the most well known colleges in the United States. This was a much greater accomplishment to me than being named to the All Big Team for the last two years. My education gives me security in life, and God forbid that "one play" happens to me, I am still able to have a very successful future. As I got older, I began to understand that the chances of becoming a professional athlete are slim. So I focused on becoming the best student I could be along with becoming a better athlete and overall person. 

         From grade school to the middle of my college career I was labeled a great running back. In college, I realized that just because you are great doesn't mean that there is not someone better. In the middle of my second football season at Purdue I realized that I was not the only great running back on my team and my chance of being someone special was slipping away. I saw an opportunity to play on defense as a linebacker which I had not done since Our Lady of Charity. I knew making the switch to defense would not be easy but my attitude was to approach the challenge with an open mind. By asking for help from my teammates and coaches, I excelled to a starter in my first full season at the position. After gaining my starting position, I worked harder and harder to perfect my technique, foot work, and my understanding of the position. I learned that hard work, heart, and willingness are three things that will separate you from being a good athlete to becoming a great athlete. All of these things together are the reason for my success in becoming a top ten college linebacker in the country. In every level of sports, from grade school to the professional level, the competition that you play against the competition between positions on your own team becomes greater. If you are willing to do that extra drill or participate in extra film study you can be one step ahead of someone who may have more natural talent than you. 

         With any competitive sport you are not always going to be friends with everyone in your position group or on your team. Despite not being everyone's friend you will see some of your best and closest friends through sports. You become closer friends with football teammates than normal friends because of the struggle and pain that you endure together. Football is the greatest team sport in the world because it takes eleven people working together to be the best. Even throughout my college success, I was always reminded of two of my closest football friends and they are my high school fullbacks Matthew Gough and Pat Gallagher. They lead blocked for me every single play and I will never forget them. As the papers wrote of my glory scoring touchdowns it was them leading me through the hole taking out the linebacker on my way to the promise land. They never complained and I always felt that my success was our success. As a running back, there is always respect that you have to pay to those who blocked to make your play possible. I have made so many friends from the time that I played weight league for the Parkside Knights up until my final game as a Purdue Boilermaker that there are too many to mention. I've learned that you just have to thank God for the positive influences that he puts in your life through friends. 

       In closing, I can say to young athletes that I played in this all-star game that you are about to participate in. If you keep working hard, have a positive attitude, and accept criticism to make you better, then the sky is the limit for you. I am one step away from living my dream and it is because I kept my faith in God and always believed that I could be the best. 

God bless, 

Anthony Heygood 
